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How to Prepare Your 
Garden this Season

Lori Smith - Macomb County Advanced Master Gardener 
& Yardeners of SCS

Roseville Public Library April 11, 2024

Credit: Lori Smith

About The Speaker

● When we moved to St. Clair Shores in Nov. 1999, I only planted tomatoes & 

raspberries because we had a large swimming pool (removed 2014).

● Started raising monarch butterflies 12 years ago (2012).

● Since 2013, I have had a native plant garden area & I have stopped using 

pesticides.

● The native plants in my garden provide food (milkweed) and shelter for 

monarch caterpillars and butterflies and other plants for other types of 

butterflies & pollinators.

● June 2021, my husband built 6 raised garden beds for vegetable gardening. 

● I use companion plant gardening to reduce insects that eat vegetable plants.
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Prepare Your Garden With The Right Soil

● Get your soil tested and add nutrients in the fall for next year.

● You can add crushed eggshells to your soil to boost calcium for tomatoes, 

pepper plants, roses, hydrangeas, spider plants, ferns, & ivy plants. 

● Be careful as adding too much of the eggshells can alter the pH, making it 

too alkaline. 

● Banana peels soaked in water and using the water in your garden will give 

your soil natural potassium.

Credit: Lori Smith

Soil Testers Through MSU Shop

https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/soil-testing-returns-through-msu-
extension
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Soil Testers At Local Garden Centers

Credit: Lori Smith

Prepare Your Garden With The Right Soil (Cont.)

● Do not use topsoil for your vegetable gardens, it does not add much 

nutritional value for your veggies & plants. I did use topsoil for years but 

not anymore. 

● I am using organic soil with compost & worm castings. 

● For raised beds, I suggest Compost Soil.  You can get it delivered in bulk 

by Soulliere Landscaping Patio and Garden Center or Landscape Supply 

Yard or other garden centers. It is cheaper to order in bulk, if you have a 

large area or many raised beds to fill.

● Use natural wood chips not the colored dyed type because of the 

chemicals used on them, especially in your vegetable garden.
Credit: Lori Smith
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Examples of Organic Soil Mix in Bags

Credit: Lori Smith

● You don’t want to fill the 

raised bed containers with 

only the Compost Soil. 

● I put sticks in the bottom of 

my own raised bed boxes. 

● We will discuss raised beds 

more in depth in the June 

session on Vegetables,

Raised Garden Beds 

Credit: Lori Smith
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Soulliere Landscaping Garden Center

https://www.soullieregardens.com/bulk-materials

Credit: Lori Smith
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